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. COINCE the Name firſt anme abroad into the Merl, 

— many have been at a Loſs to know æh⁰¹ a Metho- 
diſt is : What are the Principles and the Practice of | 
th;ſe, who are commonly called by that Name ; and what 
the Diſtinguiſhing Marks of this SB, which is every 
where ſpoken of, | 


2. And it being generally beKev'd, That I au, able to 
give the cleareſt Account , the/aT hings (as having been 
cne of the firſt to chem. that Name ves given, and the 
Perſon by whom the reſt werei ſuppes d to be directed) 1 
ade been called upon, in all manner of Ways, and with 

the utmoſt Earneftneſs, fo to do. T yield at laft to the con- 
tinued Importunity both of Friends and Enemics: And as 
nw give the cleareft Acroumt Tear, in the Preſence of tbe 
Lord and Tudge of Heaven and Earth, of the Principles 
and Practice avhereby thoſe who are called Methodiſts, 
are diſtin guiſp d from other Men, e 


3. I ſay, thoſe who are called Methodiſts; for let it 
bc well ebſerv'd, that this is not a Name which they take 
to themſelves, but One fixt upon them, by Way of Ry; , 
proach, without their Approbation or Conſent. It was 
ft given to three or four young Men at Oxford, by a 
dtudent of Chriſt-Church: Either in Allufion ta the Au- 
cnt Sect of Phyſicians ſo called ¶ from their teaching, that 
almeſt all Diſeaſes might be cured, by a Specifick Method 
Diet and Exerciſe) or from their obſerving a more Ne- 
gular Method of Study and Bebawiour, than was uſual 
with thoſe of their Age and Station. . 


4. 1 fhould fill rejoice (fo little ambitious am I to be 
ot the Head of any Sed or Party ) if the very Name might 
A 2 


uc ver 


To the RE ADE RA. 


Wever be mentioned more, might be buried in eternal 
Oblivion. But if that cannot be, at leaft lei thoſe why 
will /e it, know the Meaning of the Word they uſe. Les 
ws not always be fiohting in the Dark. Come, and let u; 
look one another in the Face. And perhaps ſome of you ae 
Bare what I am called, may Jove what I am (by te C 
Grace of Gop:) Or rather what J follow after, if that 

I may apprehend that, for which alſo I am apprehended M . 
of CnarsT JIxsus. 
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THE 


CHARACTER of « METHODIST. 


. HE Diftinguihing Marks of a Methodift are not 
| His Opinions of any Sort. His aſſenting to 
This or That Scheme of Religion, his em- 
bracing any Particular Set of Notions, his eſpouſing the 
judgment ef one Man or of another, are all quite wide of 
the Point. Whoſoever therefore imagines, That a Me- 
thadift is, A Man of ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, is groſſy 
ignorant of the whole Affair; he miſtakes the Truth 
totally. We believe indeed, That a// Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of God ;” and herein we are diſtinguiſhed 
from Fewws, Turks, and /uy.1els: We believe this writ- 
ten Word of God to be the only and the ſufficient Rule, 
both of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and herein we are 
fundamentally diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the Rom 
Church. We believe CHRIST to be the Eternal Su- 
preme Gop ; and herein are we diſtinguiſhed from the 
Socinians and Arias. But as to all Opinions which do 
not ſtrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, we think and let 
ink. So that whatſoever they are, whether right or 
wrong, they are no Diſfinguiſbing Marks of a Methodiſt. 
2. Neither are Words or Phraſes of any Sort. We 
do not place our Religion, or any Part of it, m being 
attach'd to any Peculiar Mode of Speaking, any Quaint 
or Uncommon Set of Expreſſions. The moſt obvious, 
eaſy, common Words, wherein our Meaning can be 
conveyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary. 
Occaſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of Gop.' 


We never therefore willingly or deſignedly deviate from 


the moſt uſual Way of ſpeaking ; unleſs when we exprets 
Scripture Truths in Scripture Words, (which, we preſume, 
no Chriſtian wilt condemn.) Neither do we affect to uſe, 
any Particular Expreſſions of Scripture, more frequently 
than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are more frequently 
uſed by the Inſpired Writers themſelves. So that it is 
as groſs an Error, to place the Marks of a Methodiſt in 
his Words, as in Opinions of any Sort. | F 

3. Nor-dv we deſire to be diſtinguiſned, ty Aion; 
| | A 3 Cuftons; 


Ly 


| | o | ( 6 ) 0 
Cuſtoms or Uſages of an Indiſferent Nature. Our Reli- 
gion does not he in doing what Gop has not enjoin'd, 
or abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden. It does 
not lie in the Form of our * in the Poſture of 
our Body, or the covering our Heads: Nor yet in ab- 
ſtaining from Marriage, nor from Meats and Drinks, 
which are all good, if received with Thankſgiving. 
Therefore neither will any Man who knows whereof he 
affirms, fix the Mark of a Methodift here; in any Actions 
or Cuſtoms purely Indifferent, undetermin'd by theWord 
of Goo. Me 
4. Nor, Laſtly, is he to be diſtinguiſh'd by laying 
the whole Streſs of Religion on any Single Part of it. 
If you fay, Ves he is; for he thinks we are /aved by 
Faith alone: I anſwer, You do not underſtand the 
Terms, By Salvation he means, Holineſs of Heart and 
Life. And this he affirms to ſpring from True Falrn 
Along. Can even a Non#1al Chriſtian deny it? Is 
this placing a Part of Religion for the Whole ? Do we 
Iden make void the Law thro" Faith ? Gov forbid ! Yea 
ave eſtabliſh the Law.. We do not place the whole of 
Religion (as too-many do, Gop knoweth) either in do- 
ing no Harm, or in doing Good, or in uſing the Ordi- 
nances of Gop. No, nor in all of them together; 


wherein we know by Experience a Man may- labour 


many Years, and at the End have no. True Religion at 
all, no more than he had at the inning. Much 
leſs in any One of Theſe ; or, it may be in a Scrap of 
one of them: Like her who fancies herlelf a: Virtuous 
Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proſtitute; or him 
who dreams he is an Honeſt Man, merely becauſe he 
does not rob or ſteal. May the Loxp Gop of my Fa- 
thers preſerve me, from ſuch a poor, ſtarved Religion as 
This! Were this the Mark of a Methodi/t,.I would ſooner 
chuſe, to be a fincere Tew,, Turk, or Pagan. 

5.. * What then is the Mark? Who is a Merbodiſt, 
according to your own Account ?** I anſwer ; A Metho- 
dift is one, who has the Love of GoD ſhed abroad in his 
Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him: One who /oves 
the Lord his Gow awith all his Heart, and with all his 

Soul, and with all his Mind, and with all his Streagth. 
Soy is the Joy of his Heart, and the Deſire of his Soul; 
Which is conſtantty crying out, . I hem have I in Heaven 


tut 


B 
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but Thee, and there 75 none wpon Earth that I d:fire befide 
Thee! My Gop and my All! Thou art the Strength of 
my Heart, and my Portion for ever!“ | 

6. He is therefore Happy in Gop, yea always Happy, 
as having in him a Well of Water, ſpringing up into e- 
verlaſting Life, and overflowing his Soul with Peace and 
Foy. Perfect Love having now caft out Fear, he rejoices 
evernmore, He rejoices in the Lord always, even in Gop 
his Saviour : And in the Father, through our Lord Ixsus 
CarIsT, by whom he hath now receiv'd the Atonement. 


Having found Redemption thro” bis Blood, the Forgiveneſs of | 


his Sins, he cannot but rejoice whenever he looks back on 
the horrible Pit out of which he is deliver'd, when he 
ſees all his Tranſgreſſions blotted out as a Cloud, and his 
TIniquities as a thick Cloud, He cannot but rejoice, when- 


ever he looks on the State wherein he now is, bcing ju- 


ſtified freely, and having Peace with Gop, through our 
Lord IEsus CHRTS r. For be that believeth hath the 
Witneſs of this in himſelf: max. now. the Son of GOD 
by FAITH, becauſe he is @ Son, Gob hath ſent forth the 
Spirit of his Son _inta his Heart, crying out, Abba, Fa- 
ther: And the Spirit it/elf beareth Witneſs with his Spi- 
rit, that he is a Child of Gop.. He rejoiceth alſo, when- 
ever he looks forward, in Hope of the Glory that ſhall be 
revealed: Vea, this his Joy is full, and all his Bones cry 
out, Bleſſed be the Gov and Father of our Lord JESUS 


CHRIST,. zvho according to his abundant Mercy, hath be- 


gotten me again to a living Hope — F an Inheritance its 
corruptible, undefiled,. and that fadeth not aauay, reſerv'd 
in Heaven for me. 


7. And he who hath his Hope thus full of Immortality, 


in every thing giveth Thanks : As knowing that this (what-" 


ſoever it is) is the Will of God in CRISTH JESVs con- 
cerning him. From him therefore he chearfully receives 
All, ſaying, Good is the Will of the Lord: And whe- 


ther the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally bling the 


Name of the Lord. For he hath learned in whatſoever 
State he is, therewith to be content, He knoweth. bath 
how to be abaſed, and how to abound, Ewvery where and 
in all Things he is inſtructed, both. to be full and to be hum 
gry,. both to abound and to ſuffer Need, Whether in EA 


or Pain, whether in Sickneſs or Health, whether in Lie 


— 


or Death, he giveth Thanks from the Ground af the 
Ff ˙ 


$82 
Heart to him who orders it for Good: Knowing that ag 
every good Gift cometh from above, ſo none but Good can 
come from the Father of Lights, into whoſe” Hands he 
has wholly committed his Body and Soul, as into the 
Hands of a faithful Creator. He is therefore careful 
(anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) for nothing: As having 
caft all his Care on him that careth for him, and in all 
things reſting on Him, after making his Requeſt known to 
him — Thankſgiving. 

8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It is given 
him aways to pray, and not to faint. Not that he is 
always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho' he neglects no Op- 
po rtunity of being there. Neither is he always on his 


„ altho* he often is, or on his Face, before the 


Lord his Gov. Nor yet is he always crying aloud to 
Gov, or calling upon him in Words, For many times 
the Spirit maketh Interce/ſion for him with Groans that 
cannot be utter d: But at all times, the Language of his 
Heart is this, Thou Brightneſs of the Eternal Glory, 
* unto Thee is my Mouth, tho* without a Voice, and 
«© my Silence ſpeaketh nnto Thee.“ And this is True 
Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to Gop, This is the 
Eſſence of Prayer, and this alone. But his Heart is 
ever lifted up to Gov, at all Times, and in all Places, 
In this he is never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by 
any Perſon or Thing. In Retirement, or Company, in 
Leiſure, Buſineſs or Converſation, his Heart is ever with 
the Lord. Whether he lie down or riſe up, Gop 7s in 
all his Thoughts he avalks with Go p continually, ha- 
ving the loving Eye of his Mind fix d upon him, and e- 
very where /ceing Him that is inviſible. 
9. And while he thus always exercifes his Love to 
Gov, by Prayer without ceafing, rejoicing evermore, 
and in every thing giving Thauks, this Commandment 
is written in his Heart, that he who hweth Gon, love 
his Brother alſo. And he accordingly loves his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf ; he loves every Man as his own Soul. 
His Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every 
Child of the Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh, That a 
Man is not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his 
Love. No, nor that he is known to be ſuch as he ap- 
oves not, that he repays Hatred for his Goodwill. 
or 1 loves bis Euemics, yea and the „ 
i 


C 9:7 

the Evil and the Unthankfud. And if it be not in his 
Power to do Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes 
not to pray for them, tho? they continue to ſpurn his Love 

and ſtill deſpitefully uſe him and perſecute him. | 
10. For he is Pure in Heart. The Love of Gov has 
"won his Heart from all Revengeful Paſsions, from 
nvy, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind Tem- 
per or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 


Pride and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 


Contention. And he hath now put on Bowels of Mer 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuf- 


fering : So that he forbears and forgives, if be bad a 


2arrel againſt any; even as GoD in CHRIST hath for- 
given him. And indeed all poſsible Ground for Conten- 
tion, on his Part, is utterly cut off. For none can take 
from him what he defires ; ſeeing he loves not the World, 
nor any of the Things of the World; being now crucified 
to the World, and the World crucified to him ; being dead 
to all that is in the World, both to the Luft of the Fleſh, 
the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. For all his 
Defire is unto Go p, and to the Remembrance of his 
Name, | 8 | 
11. Apreeable to this his One Defire, is the One De- 
ſign of his Life, namely, Not to do his own Will, but the 
Will of him that ſent him. His One Intention at all 
Times and in all Things i, Not to pieaie himieit, bu 
Him whom his Soul loveth. He has a Single Eye. And 
becauſe his Eye is Single, his whole Body is full of Light. 
Indeed where the Loving Eye of the Soul is continually 
fix'd upon Gop, there can be no Darkneſs at all, but 
the <whole is Light; as when the bright ſhining of a Candle 
doth enlighten the Houſe, Goo then reigns alone. All 
that is in the Soul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is 
not a Motion in his Heart, but is according to his Will. 
Every Thought that ariſes points to him, and is in Qbe- 
dience to the Law of CHRIST. | 
12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits. For as he 
loves Gop, ſo he keeps his Commandments. Not only 
Some, or Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt. He is not content to keep the whole Law, and 
offend in One Point; but has in all Points, 4 Conſcience 
void of Offince, towards Gop and towards Man. What - 
ever Cop has forbidden, he avoids; whatever Gon has 


en- 


F 
enjoin'd, he doth: And that, whether it be little or great, 
hard or eaſy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh, He une 
the Way of GovD's Commandments, now he hath ſet his 
Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory and Joy ſo to do; it WBoſo 
is his daily Crown of Rejoicing, To a the Will of Gov cel; 
on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; knowing, it is the Wl rank 
higheſt Privilege of zhe Angels of Gop, of thoſe that excel Vice 
in Strength, To fulfil his Commandments, and hearken ti» Y hou 
the Voice of his Word. | 

13. All the Commandments of Go p he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his Might. For his Obedienee 
is in Proportion to his Love, the Source from whenco 
it flows. And therefore, loving Goo with all his Hear, 
he ferves him with all his Strength. He continually 
preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- | 
ceptable to Go; entirely, and without Reſerve dero. 
ting himſelf, all he has, and all he is, to his Glory, 
All the Talents he has receiv'd, he conſtantly employ:, 
according to his Maſter's Will; every Power and F. WW 1 

culty of his Soul, every Member of his Body. Once 
he yielded them ants” Sin and the Devil, as In amen: if 
Unrighteouſne/; : But now, being alive from the Dead, 4 
he yields them all, a: Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto Goo, 

14. By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, it is all to WM the 
the Glory of Gop. In all his Employments of every. WW ge. 

"Kind, he not only aims at this, (which is implied in ha- 
ving a Single Eye) but actually azrains it. His Bulinc's 2 
and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve to this pe 
great End. Whether he fit in his Houſe or walk by the MW w 
Way, whether he lie down or riſe up, he is promoting 
in all he ſpeaks or does, the One - Buſineſs of his Life: IF ,;, 
Whether he put on his Apparel, or labour, or eat and MI 
drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting Labour, it all 

tends to advance the Glory of God, by Peace and Good- 85 
will among Men. His one invariable Rule is this, HMhal. al. 
oe der ye do in Word or Deed, do it all in the Name of di. 
the Lord Ixsus, giving Thanks to GoD and the Fatier il © 
by Him. C 

15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hinder I ve 
his runzing-the Race which is ſet before him. He knows, to 
that Vice does not loſe its Nature, though it become IF ,, 
ever {0 faſhionable; and remembers, That every Man is I di 
Jo give an Account of himſelf to Gov, He cannot 2 

„ | ore, 
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1 
fure, even follow a Multitude 40 du Evil: He cannot 
are ſumptuauſiy every Day, or make Proviſies for the 
Flas, to fulfil the Lufts thereof. He cannot ay up Treas» 
ſures upon Earth, no more than he can take Fire into his 
Boſom. He cannot adern himfelf (on any Pretence) with 
Gold or coſtly. Apparel. He cannot join in, or counte- 
nance any Diverſion, which has the leaſt Tendency to 
Vice of any kind. He cannot /psa# Evil of his Neigh- 
bour, no more than he can lie, either for Gop or Man. 
He cannot utter an unkind Word of any one; for Love 
keeps the Door of his Lips. He cannot ſpeak idle Wards: 
No corrupt Communication ever comes out of his Mouth; 
as is all that <vhich is not good, to the Uſe of Edifying,” 
not fit to miniſter Grace to the Hearers. But whatſoever 
Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſe- 
ever Things are juſtly of good Report, he thinks, and 
ſpeaks, and acts, adorning the Goſpel of our Lord Jesvs 
CnR18T ix all Things. ed bot 
16. Laſtly, as he has Time, he dees Good wnto all 
Men ; unto Neighbours and Strangers, Friends and E- 
nemies. And that, in every poſlible kind; not only 
to their Bodios, by feeding .the Hungry, clathing the Na- 
led, wifiting thoſe that are fick or in Priſon ;, but much 
more does he labour to do Good to their Souls, as of 
the Ability which Go p giveth: To awaken thoſe that 
ſleep in Death; to bring thoſe who are awaken'd to the 
atoning Blood, that being juſtified by Fairn, they may 
have Peace with Gop; to provoke thoſe who have 


Peace with Go p, to abound more in Love and in Good 


Works. And he is willing to end and ro be ſpent here- 
in, even to be offered up on the Sacrifice and Service of 
their Faith, ſo they may all come unto the Meafure of 
the Stature of the Fulneſs of CHRIST. | 
17, Theſe are the Prineiples and Practices of our 
SECT ; theſe are the Marks of a true Methodift. By theſe 
alone do thoſe who are in Deriſion ſo called, defire to be 
diſtinguiſh'd from other Men. If any Man fay, « Why 
theſe are only the Common, Fundamental Principles of 
Chriſtianity !'* Thou has ſaid: So 1 mean; this is the 
very Truth, I know they are no other, and I would 
to Gop both Thou and all Men knew, that I, And all 
who follow my Judgment, do vehemently refuſe to be 


£itinguiſh'd om other Men, by any but the Common 
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him be called what he will, for Names change not the 


- . do we labour to d//ftingu/b ourſelves, from the Unbe 
lieving World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or Lives tt 


: bn me 2 Tat no Kircher "Queſtion. . 1. be, gin 


the Goſpel, ewalking worthy of the VYotation wherewill 


5 5 Long; -luffering, orbearing one another in Lowe, enden vtir 
Ang to erp the Uni ty of the Spirit, in "the Bond of Peact! 
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a Faith, one Baptiſm; One GoD and 27 ll, aul 
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ben to bf chene), The Plain, od I 
that 1 — tenouncing and deteſting all other Marte 
of Diſtinction. Aud whoſoever 1. what I prech (el 


© Nature of Things), he is a Chriſtian, not m"Nam#? only, 
but in Heart and in Life. He is inwardly and ontwardly 
conformed to the Will of Gop, as revealed in the Writ 
ten Word. He thinks, Jpraks, and lives according* 10 
the Method laid down: in the Revelation of x50; 
nN IsT. + His Soul is rexew'd after the Image of Gov; 
iz Righteouſneſs and in all true Holine/e And havin 
rhe Mind that was in CHRIST, he ſo walks as Can 
406 bal d. f a * PAC "Fa 8 

18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living Fait 


Not Cine the Goſpel of CxrxTtsr:; But from Res 
Chriſtians, of whatſoever Denomination they be, w 
earneſtiy deiire not to be diſtinguth'd at all: Nor ro 
any, who fincerely follow after What they know the) 
Have not yet attained. No: I boſoeuer auth the III! 
-my-Fatber which it is Heaven, the ſame is my Broibe 
22% ood and Morber. And I beſeech You,” Brethre 
2 Mercies of Gop, that we be in no wife Uividel 

oufſelves.” I thy Heart ripht, as my Heart | 


me b Hand. or 3 or Terms, let us not 4 

y the Werke 2 Doſt Thou love and ſerve Gob 
22 Thee the Right Hand of Fellow 
any Conſolation in CHRIST, if any Con 
ort e NS Fellow/bip of tbe Spirit, if any Bow 
aud Merries: Let us ſtride togthher for the Faith 0 


402 ade N; ; "With all Lowtin#fs and Meckns/s, wit 


Remembring, 2 is one Body and ont Spirit, even g 
ab ars called with Hope of our Calling ; Out Lord, on 


5 5 all wad thre) all, and in ou All "ij 
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